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designs and to reveal the manoeuvres which we must be prepared to
counter. As is his habit, my informant became very animated in the
course of the conversation, and it is very likely that he finally said
much more than he was authorized to tell us. Especially as regards
Russia, one cannot help being struck by the coincidence between the
intentions attributed to the Fiihrer and the resignation of M. Litvinov.

In my opinion, two facts of primary importance can be inferred
from this conversation.

The first is that Herr Hitler does not want to go to war with
Poland under the prevailing conditions: this confirms the information
which I have already sent to Your Excellency; it stresses the full
significance of the recovery effected in Europe by France and Great
Britain.

The second is an entirely new one: the new orientation of Germany
towards Russia.

If the intention of the Fiihrer really is to attempt a rapprochement
with the U.S.S.R., it remains to be seen how he intends to exploit
this new policy. In my opinion, he may hope to draw advantage
from it in three different ways:

(1)  By arriving at a more or less tacit agreement with the U.S.S.R.
which would assure him of the benevolent neutrality of that country
in the event of a conflict, perhaps even of her complicity in a partition
of Poland.

(2)  By bringing, through the mere threat of a better understanding
with the U.S.S.R., pressure simultaneously to bear on Japan and on
Poland in order to induce the former to sign a military alliance, and
the latter to agree to the concessions he is asking for.

(3)  By bringing the Western Powers, under the threat of collusion
between Germany and Russia, to accept certain Soviet demands to
which Poland and Rumania would be opposed, and thus to sow dis-
cord among the Allies.

On the other hand, it is not yet certain that Herr Hitler has already
decided upon his line of conduct, and already made his choice between
a real understanding with the U.S.S.R., or a simple diplomatic
manoeuvre intended to reverse the situation in his favour. One would
be rather inclined to adopt the latter conjecture. For Herr Hitler finds
it difficult to reconcile his own views and those of his Party, and actual
collusion with the Soviets, and to ignore completely the fact that not
only the home but even the foreign policy of National-Socialism has
been founded on an anti-Bolshevist ideology.

I need not stress the fact that the person concerned, who is in
no respect an informer, intends, in his relations with us, to serve the
cause of Germany. There is every reason to believe that apart from
genuine indications, given deliberately or in the heat of the discussion,
certain developments were deliberately designed to exercise pressure
upon or to impress us. I should be inclined to place in this category
the part of the conversation when he insisted on the state of exhaustion
to which a prolonged semi-mobilization would reduce both ourselves
and Poland. This may be the expression of a desire to see our mili-
tary measures relaxed and to create a propitious moment for a new